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1. Packages: Amerikapakker for the 
Stjørdal Holm family

2. The Shoebox of Letters: A digital 
archive of Norgesbrev
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(Some of the) Swedish Aid to 
Norway 1942-1945

Item Total tons
Grain and flour 63,000

Sugar 17,000

Butter and fatty raw 
materials

5,000

Seeds and sowing grain 10,000

Cattle Cake 10,000

Compare: 1960 wheat production Norway = 23,000 tons

Source:  The American Swedish Monthly v. 39 n. 8 (1945.8), 14.

Unknown: how much of this amount were purchases made by American Relief for Norway?

3 of 27



Marshall Plan

Around 3 billion kroner in aid 
1949-1952

Compare: 1951-2 Norwegian
National budget = 2.9 billion 

kroner

Source: Sverre Mørkhagen Farvel Norge, 549. In turn cites: Ole Kristian 
Grimnes Den todelte verden, 35-40.
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Relief Efforts in the US
(As estimated by American Relief for Norway)

Over $30 million in total aid to Norway 1940-1947
(around 156 million kroner)

$6 million in money remittances sent

$3.8 million American Relief for Norway funds

$1 = 4.5 kroner (Jan 15, 1947)
Andreas Nilsen Rygg A Survey of American Relief Work For Norway During and After The Second World War (1947), 144
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amerikapakker 

Package weight limit (from 1946): 44 lbs (20kg)

American Relief for Norway 
estimates of packages sent:

1,300,684 packages from US to Norway (1945.7-1947)

$9,104,788 in estimated value
$1,300,684 in postal charges

Andreas Nilsen Rygg A Survey of American Relief Work For Norway During and After The Second World War 
(1947), 133
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amerikapakker

“And when the boxes began to come, there was the joyous task of 
unpacking and handing out shoes and suits, underwear, dresses, capes, 
stockings, coats, indeed the whole family’s wardrobe from head to foot, 
from hat to shoes. 

Great, mighty America comes in with a glamour of the fairy tale, and 
those who had sent the articles became so wonderfully alive and close to 
those present in the room. Those who were home—wife, father, mother, 
brother, and sister, knew well that those over there accompanied them 
during the years of the war in their thoughts and prayers.”
Andreas Nilsen Rygg A Survey of American Relief Work For Norway During and After The Second World War (1947), 
132 - Citing Farsunds Avis article from December, 1945.
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Our Shoebox of Letters

•248 items in the collection 
(1911-1956)

•183 from the 1940s 
(only 7 from 1940-1944)

•102 of these refer to packages
(However, this number includes many 
Christmas gifts)
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“Mother did get two or three dresses and a 
jacket which father brought home, but who 
they were from he didn’t say, we 
understood they were from America.”

#162 Evelyn Holm to John Holm 
1947.6.10
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Here it’s difficult to buy a pair of shoes because you see, 
during this 1 year, they’ve become 4 shoe tokens worth – and 
to buy a pair of leather shoes you need 5 tokens.  Nice 
arrangement!  I was lucky enough to get a pair of street shoes 
from Sweden last fall. – Father is so proud now because he has 
both leather slippers and felt slippers – he had none before – as 
soon as he gets something he takes it up to show mother.  Yes 
I’ve received leather slippers from you – 1 pair light silk 
stockings, 2 pair strong, good linen stockings (I haven’t been 
wearing stockings for over 2 months in a row but now it’s 
starting to get too cool at night) 3 small spring knives, which 
you’ve made yourself, I’ve gotten and 1 small, cute hammer + 
various other things. 

#134 Herborg Holm to John Holm 1946.9.5

of 27



11

I have earned nothing the past 2 months.  Everything 
is very welcome.  The Shirt Suspenders, the Axe and 
the Knife were very good things.  Yes it’s good of you 
to remember us here.

We’re starting to get some goods now, but 
everything is so terribly expensive and it 
probably is there too.  The world is bewitched you 
know, and it will probably get worse, here in Western 
Europe where Kapitalists and Military persons reign.

#148 Ola Holm to John Holm 1947.1.4
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Ola Holm’s foot
the “world’s Finest”
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Taken on the 
right thickness of socks

The Worlds Finest Foot
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THE GOODS
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stockings, slippers, socks, pens, 
pencils, knives, axes, raincoats, 
overalls, galoshes, underwear, 
suspenders, soap, girdle, shaving 
kits, razors, spools of thread, 
compass, shoe polish, towels, 
watches, rolls of fabric, 
wrenches, and a set of tools. 

of 27



Envy
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“I’m in a good mood too, and that’s when I receive “Packages” from you 
over there.  Yes it’s sure to be a whole fortune worth, in all the packages 
you have sent us.  We have a big family afterall.  I think I’ve received 5 
from you, I know 2 have been lost according to Alma’s writing.  How 
many the others have received I don’t know, nor do I dare ask, 
because it can quickly get misunderstood, There’s something 
called envy here which you have no understanding of over there.  
However, I think everything we have received is so splendid, that I don’t 
know how I can thank you enough, for everything.”

#122 Ola Holm to John Holm 1946.6.17
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Some articles on 
norgesbrev

• Gulliksen, Øyvind T. “Amerikabrev i Telemark,” 
Telemark Historie, 8: 7-23 (1987).

• Gulliksen, Øyvind T. “Letters to Immigrants in the 
Midwest from the Telemark Region of Norway” 
Norwegian-American Studies 32 (1989): 157-8.

• Alsvik, Ola: «Brev fra Norge til Amerika - kilder til 
norsk lokalhistorie?» Heimen 3/1994 

• Granrud, Bente: «Norgesbrev som kilde til 
kvinnehistorie og hverdagsliv» Heimen 2/1999 

15 of 27



Norgesbrev 1840-1960
Norsk lokalhistorisk institutt 
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http://www.lokalhistorie.no/kilder_litteratur/baser/sok4.php
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Digitizing Immigrant 
Letters
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http://www.ihrc.umn.edu/research/dil/index.html
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Siri Lawson &
Warsailors.com
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Warsailors.com Ships
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Warsailors.com convoys
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Warsailors.com Voyages
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http://huginn.net/shoebox/
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Sortable Index
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