MO3936 East Asia and the World 1850-1950
Lecturer: Dr. Konrad M. Lawson Email: kml8@st-andrews.ac.uk
Meets: 18:30-20:30 Alternate Wednesdays Location: Arts Seminar Room 4
Description: This seminar on modern East Asian begins with an examination of the evolving societies
of the Qing dynasty, the Tokugawa regime, and the Chosŏn dynasty on the Korean peninsula. Significant
focus in the course will be given to the challenge of East Asian interactions with the West and western
imperialism, including the domestic cultural and intellectual developments and responses to new challenges
in the Japanese empire, including colonial Korea, and in the Chinese republic. Whenever possible the course
will integrate and explore the parallels and contrasts in the experiences of Japan, Korea, and China and
highlight some of the important transnational connections between them.
This is an honours seminar that, while not assuming any background in the study of modern East Asian
history, will expect students to read widely and deeply in the topics it covers between each of our meetings.
It is not a lecture course, and the success of the seminar discussions will depend very much on the time and
preparation that you dedicate to the course. In addition to an assessed presentation, students will often be
asked to give small presentation to classmates on a reading or particular topic. Small group work within
the seminar will also be a common approach taken during the course. Class may begin with 10-20 minutes
of introductory comments and opening questions by myself, or directly with a presentation by a student
offering a summary and critique of some of the read material or a theme to be covered. A seminar provides
an excellent opportunity for us to engage with history not as a body of facts and knowledge about the past
that is passively consumed, but as a field of problems and historical questions to analyse and discuss.
Overview
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Sep 17 - Introductions: East Asia and the Global Context
Oct 01 - An Evolving East Asian Order – Qing, Chosŏn, and Tokugawa
Oct 15 - Sociable Hermit Kingdoms and Not-So Chained Countries
Nov 12 - Facing the Challenge of Western Imperialism
Nov 26 - Expelling Barbarians, Strengthening Kingdoms, and Restorations
Dec 10 - The Development of Japan’s Colonial Empire
[ Inter-Semester ]
Jan 28 - Social and Cultural Transformations in Early 20th Cent. East Asia
Feb 11 - Japan’s Invasions of China and the Pacific War
Feb 25 - The Aftermaths of War in East Asia
Apr 01 - A Tale of Four Republics: PRC, ROC, DPRK, and ROK
[ Spring Vacation ]
Apr 15 - Legacies and Memories
[ Final Exam: Tentatively 29 April ]

Assessment Summary
60% Coursework
Oct 15 - Short Essay 1 5%
Nov 26 - Long Essay 1 20%
Feb 11 - Short Essay 2 5%
Apr 08 - Long Essay 2 20%
Presentation 10%
40% Take-Home Exam
The take home exam will be downloadable online and be scheduled during the day, possibly on Saturday,
April 25 - to be confirmed.
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Learning Outcomes
•
•
•
•
•

Analyse the impact of encounters between East Asia and the West in the 19th and 20th centuries
Assess the transformative role of ties and interactions within East Asia on the history of the region
Understand the process of rising nationalism and the development of national identity in East Asia
Compare the role of Western and Japanese empire on the region
Evaluate the legacies of empire and memories of violence on East Asian history after 1945

Assignments
The assessed portion of the coursework for this module consists of two 3000 word essays, a presentation, and
two short essays. In addition, students are required to to come prepared each week having completed the
assigned reading and prepared to discuss them. Students will also be asked to offer smaller presentations on
prepared material that are not formally assessed.

Short Essays
There are two short essays for this course which should be between 500-700 words in length, not including
footnotes. They are designed to help you in preparation for your longer essay and may take one of two forms:
1. Critical Review: You may write a critical review of one secondary or primary source in the form of a
book that you have selected to help you write your long essay. In it you should state clearly and briefly
what the book argues and what you have extracted from it that will help you make the argument in
your longer essay. It should also include at least a few sentences with your evaluation of the such as
whether it is particularly effective or problematic as a source. Include a full reference for the book
at the top and you may make reference to page numbers within by means of simple page numbers in
parentheses.
2. Prospectus: Alternatively, you may write a short essay that summarises the argument you plan to
make in the coming long essay, or are exploring at the moment for your longer essay. This is an excellent
opportunity to test some early ideas you have, or give me an indication of where you are going with
your thinking. Due to the very short nature of this assignment, state your topic broadly, then write
in a bit more detail about one or two specific examples of what you will be arguing in greater depth
in your 3,000 word long essay to come. This exercise can be very helpful to you in processing your
thinking about the long essay, and giving me an opportunity to offer feedback along the way.
Questions to consider as you write the short essay:
• Was my short essay written in a coherent and highly focused manner, and avoid distraction or unnecessary information?
• If I am writing a critical review, did I include a concise overview of what the source is about?
• If I am writing a critical review, did I tie the arguments of the book to where I hope to go in the
argument for my longer essay?
• If I am writing a critical review, did I include an evaluation of the work with a specific example of its
strong and/or problematic aspects?
• If I am writing a prospectus, did I include a concise presentation of what I plan to argue in my coming
long essay?
• If I am writing a prospectus, did I include a specific example or two illustrating the argument I will be
making in the long essay to come?
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Long Essays
The long essays for the course are each worth 20% of the total grade.
Essay One: The first essay should answer one of the following questions:
1. Did the “chained country” policy of the Tokugawa period amount to much?
2. Why did East Asia matter in Europe before the 20th century?
3. What similar responses to external threats in Tokugawa, the Qing, and Chosŏn lead to different results
and why?
4. How did religion and economic crisis interact in 19th century East Asia? Compare two cases.
5. In what ways were new technological and political ideas transformed as they were taken up throughout
East Asia?
OR explore an aspect of one of the following topics:
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

The Foreign Settlements in East Asian Cities
Environmental Change during Modernization in East Asia
Debates over Westernisation in 19th Century East Asia
The Role of European Missionaries in East Asia
Rise and Transformation of Trade in 19th Century East Asia
East Asian Encounters in the West
The Role of Opium and Drugs in East Asia
Korea’s Relationship With its Neighbours
The Rise of National Identity in East Asia
Ethnic Minorities and the Modern Nation-State in East Asia

Essay Two: The second essay should answer one of the following questions:
1. In what ways did transforming gender roles present both opportunities and new challenges for women
in East Asia?
2. How important was urban protest in bringing about change in early 20th century East Asia?
3. To what extent did Koreans, Okinawans, or Taiwanese become Japanese under colonial rule?
4. Was Japan merely following the footsteps of Western empires in the course of its expansion?
5. Is the United States responsible for the incomplete civil wars of China or Korea?
OR explore an aspect of one of the following topics:
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

The Rise of Communism in China or Korea
American Reforms in Occupied Japan
Japan’s Dreams of a Manchurian Utopia
Koreans and Taiwanese Minorities within the Japanese Metropole
Colonial Modernity in Korea or Taiwan
Japanese War Crimes or War Crimes Trials
The End of Western Imperialism in East Asia
Western Wartime Journalism in East Asia
China’s Appeals for Wartime Help Abroad
Korean Appeals for Independence Abroad
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If you have another topic that interests you, you are more than welcome to propose it. Do so in the form of
a prospectus short essay (see above). In the prospectus, outline your proposed alternative topic and include
a discussion of the sources you plan on using.
Please Note: Do not attempt to provide a comprehensive answer to any of these questions or topics. In both
the case of these very broad questions and even broader topics take this opportunity to make a very specific
and focused argument about them. When answering questions, focus in on a specific historical example or
case which helps make the argument in one or another direction - do not try to consider all cases or make
blanket arguments. When choosing one of the broader topics, use them as a starting point to again focus in
on a specific case, period, location, person or persons, or incident which allows you to make a clear historical
argument.
Making an Argument
The academic study of history embraces change in the past as a way to explore solutions to particular
problems. The object of an analytical historical research essay is not to tell us simply what happened, but
to use what happened in order to make a historical argument about some problem clearly defined. For
example, if an essay is written about some aspect of the Boxer Rebellion, it should not consider its task
complete when the major facts of the Boxer Rebellion have been retold. That is closer to the genre of the
encyclopaedia entry than of academic historical study. It should endeavour to use the Boxer Rebellion as
an opportunity to tell us something, to make an argument about something: what does the rebellion reveal
about the nature of Western imperialism? The rise of new religious movements in China? The weakness of
the late Qing state? The rise of Japan? And so on. The possibilities are many, but in every case, they offer
an answer to the question: So what? Why does this history matter? History can and should tell stories, but
a research essay embeds a story within an arc of an argument - if it contains narrative elements, it must also
always include an analytic element.
The historical argument in your long essays, in particular, should be clearly and unambiguously stated in the
span of 1-3 sentences somewhere in the opening third of the essay, preferably in the opening paragraph or two.
If you are answering one of the questions rather than choosing one of the broader topics, this can usually be
accomplished by giving a clear answer and adding at least some detail about how you will go on to support
your answer. Your argument should be falsifiable, that is, it should be possible to meaningfully contradict
the argument you make and demonstrate that it is false if the presented evidence is not sufficient or poorly
deployed. It should not be obvious, trivial, or a well-known and rarely contested fact. Challenging as false
an existing historian’s argument that has become considered obvious and rarely contested, however, is one
ambitious way to find your way to an interesting and original argument but only if your evidence is sufficient.
Alternatively, if you have found evidence that supports the existing arguments of historians in a given area
of research in a new set of sources, from a fresh perspective, or in greater depth, or in a comparative light,
that also often yields a strong argument. If you have identified a debate in the historiography and wish to
take a position on it without simply repeating all of the points made by one of the participants of the debate,
that can also yield an essay with a strong argument but you should take care to acknowledge the position
and evidence of the other side.
Presenting your Argument: There are a number of different ways to write a strong essay and present
the argument, but in this module, I would like to strongly encourage you to “front-load” your argument and
do so clearly, that is, to present clearly early in the essay what it is you will argue and why it is important.
For example, avoid sentences such as “I will explain…” or “I aim to understand…” or “I will explore…” unless
these are immediately followed by the explanation, what you ended up understanding, or what the result
of your exploration was. In other words, do not use the introduction to make predictions about what you
will do, but tell the reader in very clear terms what you have argued and shown in the essay. There are
many ways to do this in more or less subtle language but there is no harm in a very clear, “In this essay, I
will argue that…” followed by a short overview of what kinds of evidence you will use, how your argument
fits into a historiographical context (how your argument relates to what other historians have to say about
the matter), and why you think it is important.
For example replace:
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In this essay, I will explore the relationship between the alarm clock sleep function and our productivity in
modern life.
with something like:
I will argue that the alarm clock sleep function is a major hindrance to our productivity without contributing
at all to our rest after a night of sleep. I will base this upon the studies of Hansen and Jenson in 1983 and
in a series of interviews with wise old people in 2014. This argument is important because, as I will show,
evidence shows that the increased availability of time in the morning to eat a healthier breakfast, carry out
some light house chores, and do morning exercise, not only allows for greater evening rest after a long day
of work, but decreases the tiredness we feel throughout the day.
Sticking to your Argument: All of us come across many interesting stories, anecdotes, and sub-points that
we want to share in writing our essays. However, it is important to stay sharply focused on the argument
you are going to make in the essay. After you have finished writing your essay, read it through and for
each paragraph and sentence ask yourself if it supported your argument, provided essential background to
establishing your argument, or else if it does not offer much of a contribution. If it doesn’t, cut it ruthlessly
from your essay to make room for better material.
Some other questions to ask yourself as you write the long essay:
• Does the essay have a clear introduction which articulates the argument I wish to make in the essay?
• Does the essay have a clear conclusion which restates the main points and then makes some effort to
contextualise the findings in the broader issues of the course?
• Does the essay situate the argument being made in the context of the sources used, and its relevance
to the study of our module topic?
• Does the essay show a good understanding of the sources used, and use them effectively in supporting
my argument with clear and specific examples to enforce my points?
• Does the essay avoid long quotations from secondary works whenever possible?
• Have I been careful not to plagiarise sources and cite them whenever used?
• Have I cited with footnotes all claims that are not a well-known and general historical fact.
• Have I used a variety of appropriate sources?
• Does the essay retain a strong focus on the main argument, and avoid passages which stray significantly
from the main points?
• Does the essay avoid being a summary or introduction to a particular topic, event, or person in order
to make a clear argument that is falsifiable?
• Does the essay consider alternative explanations, acknowledge inconvenient facts, and point out sources
or historians who may have differing approaches?
• Did I proofread my essay, check the spelling, and reread for sentences that are unclear?
• Did I carefully follow the style guide for the School of History for all my footnotes?
• Did I include a bibliography at the end of my essay and is it formatted according to the School of
History style guide?
• Have I avoided using websites and newspaper articles not by academic authors to support my claims
when there are good academic historical scholarship (in monograph, journal article, or online published
forms)
• Have I taken care that the background for the argument does not take up too much of the entire length
of the essay (less than 25%, usually)
• Did I include a word count in the header and followed the other header guidelines?
Carrying Out Research for Essays
When you have selected a question or topic for your longer essay the first, most obvious place to look for
information on the topic is among the various books and articles that are assigned or proposed in this course.
Early on, it is useful to focus on skimming through sources as you find them, noting carefully works of
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potential interest found in the footnotes or bibliographies of these works to help you broaden and then later
focus in your research. As you find works of interest, make note of the authors and look for other articles
or books by the same author, then repeat the process, looking again through the footnotes and bibliography
for sources more specifically related to the topic you are researching.
When you do not find enough through the above method of beginning your trail with our existing assigned
works, proceed to search in various databases for relevant keywords:
• Our library catalogue
• Major journal databases we have access to such as JSTOR
• Google Scholar (scholar.google.com) which can then direct you to other journals our library may provide
access to
• Consult with librarians - they are your friend. Bring them what you have found already and work with
them to find further resources.
• Learn to use Google more effectively:
– Search for phrases in quotation marks ” ” when appropriate
– Try adding filetype:pdf to limit results to PDF files
– You can limit searches to a particular domain or top-level domain, e.g. including: site:standrews.ac.uk or site:.edu
The long essays should use at least half a dozen sources which are not websites and the inclusion of primary
sources is encouraged but not required. An essay based on sources that are the results of a simple google
search can be written in an evening of frantic last minute work, but rarely demonstrates much effort, research
skill, or ability to isolate high-quality materials to support an argument. This is not because there are not
excellent websites with overviews on a topic, excellent wikipedia entries, etc. but because there is still usually
far greater quality material found in published articles and books on most historical topics, including those
which are assigned above. It is wise to make use of online research skills to get oriented in a new topic, but
use this course as an opportunity to explore the wealth of academic research on your topics. Your essays will
be assessed, in part, on how effectively your sources demonstrate your research efforts. Of course, digitized
primary (archival sources, documents) or secondary sources (e.g. articles in academic databases) found in
digital collection are permitted and an online source or two in addition to your other sources beyond the
minimum is fine if chosen carefully for quality.
When you have found a good selection of a dozen or two sources through a process of skimming of footnotes
and bibliographies etc., start your more detailed reading with something of broader coverage to give you
some ideas of potential specific arguments or hypotheses. Then move swiftly and with more focus to search
through the other sources in the specific sections that are likely to show whether your potential argument
holds or not. In researching for an essay you rarely have to read an entire work, and even when you do so,
you should skim less relevant sections. Unlike reading for pleasure, historical research involves reading as a
hunt for answers to problems. If you find that your argument does not hold or has insufficient evidence to
support it, zoom out again and restart the process.
This circular movement is one very effective approach to historical research. Start broad, find potential key
arguments and inspiring ideas. Moving quickly, test these ideas and arguments by searching in other sources
and zooming into detailed cases and examples. If this doesn’t work or is insufficient, zoom out again and
repeat. Once you are happy with an argument and the available evidence, then read more slowly and with
determination, taking more detailed notes, and outlining your essay as you go.
The Worst Possible Way to Proceed: Perhaps the worst possible way to do research for your essay is to
find a dozen or two works on your broad topic by title search. This usually results in you finding several very
general and introductory works on your topic. Allow this collection of books and articles to rest comfortably
on your shelf until the deadline nears, and then sit down and attempt to read all these works and hope that
your essay will emerge from the vast knowledge you have gained in reading these books.
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Headers and Formatting
At the top of your written work, please include:
•
•
•
•
•

The date of submission
The assignment you are submitting (e.g. Short Essay 1, Long Essay, etc.)
Your student number
A title, when appropriate
The total number of words (use the word count feature of your word processor)

When formatting your assignments, please follow these guidelines:
• Add page numbers
• Use a minimum of 12 sized font
• Use a serif (such as Times Roman, Georgia, Garamond), not a sans serif font (such as Arial, Helvetica,
Verdana)
• Please double space your essays
Other aspects of formatting are highlighted in the School of History style sheet. See the following section.
Footnotes and References
Please carefully read the St Andrews School of History Style Sheet:
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/history/infoug/stylesheet.html
This document, sections 1-4, contains extremely valuable information on how to compose your essay, including
how to format your footnotes and bibliography. In particular, please follow the instructions for footnotes
carefully.
How your Long Essay is Evaluated
Here are some of the features of a superb long essay that I look for as I mark your work:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The essay gives a clear presentation of its argument in the introduction of the essay
The essay is written well and has a clear structure.
The essay is within the word limit and of a sufficient length for its proposed scope.
The argument is well signposted, with different sub-arguments of the essay clearly introduced with
clear topical sentences.
The essay shows that extensive reading and research was done in order to write this essay.
A well-formatted bibliography is provided showing that research was carried out using sources of an
appropriate kind and number.
Evidence is well cited in the footnotes and the footnotes are generally formatted well.
This essay employs evidence based on its sources in an effective manner.
The essay works with primary sources which make a substantive contribution to its main argument.
The essay engages with the relevant historiography on this topic directly and effectively
The essay has a good balance of empirical examples and evidence on the one hand, and strong analysis
contributing to the argument on the other
The argument of the essay is not trivial, overly general, or merely represents the wide consensus on a
given topic
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Online Submission
Unless otherwise indicated, work will considered submitted by the date the document was submitted online
on the MMS. The digital submission is the only submission that matters for the mark. Paper copies of
your submissions are requested and may be submitted in class or directly to my box on the first floor of St
Katharine’s Lodge.
If you are concerned that any given assignment was not correctly submitted to the MMS, you are free to
email a copy of your submitted assignment, if you like. In the event an assignment was not correctly uploaded
to the MMS for some reason, but an emailed copy was sent in time, that date of submission will be used,
but a copy will still need to be submitted to the MMS thereafter.
Extensions and Late Work
Prior permissions for late submission of work (“Extensions”) to make fair allowance for adverse circumstances
affecting a student’s ability to submit the work on time will be considered on a case by case basis. Normally
such permissions will only be granted for circumstances that are both unforeseen and beyond the student’s
control.
Without an approved extension, 0.5 points will be deducted for every day (including Saturday, Sunday, and
any holiday) after the relevant deadline.
Work submitted more than two weeks after the relevant deadline but before the School’s final deadline for
semester work will receive an automatic fail mark of 1.
Word Limits
Assessed work with word limits should be always submitted within those limits. Writing in a clear and
concise manner, and being able to structure and execute an argument that may be shorter than you feel is
required is a skill that is of great use in academic fields as well as the workplace beyond. A piece of work
that is under 10% over the limit will not be penalised. Work that ranges around 10-20% too long, will be
penalised by 1 point. Anything above 20% of the word limit the work will be returned unmarked. Once
resubmitted the piece of work will be marked and late submission penalties apply.
Feedback
General feedback is provided directly on the mark sheet, which will be posted to the MMS within 10 weekdays
(2 weeks). Additional feedback, especially for longer essays is sometimes available on an annotated copy of
your submitted work, usually return via MMS. Occasionally, feedback is written on a paper copy of the
assigned work, which will usually be returned after the mark has already been posted to MMS.
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Presentation
Each week students will be given and opportunity to present a summary, critique, and raise some discussion
questions based on supplementary readings. One such presentation for each student will be given more
time and assessed formally. The assessed presentation should be 15-20 minutes in length and not longer. It
may either: focus on 1-2 books, or a collection of articles (3 articles to replace a book) among the assigned
required or supplementary readings for each week. It should summarise the main arguments, and make 1-3
to focused critiques or observations about the read material. A supplementary handout (1-2 pages at most)
should be brought that includes some bullet points from the summary, any key persons or dates, and a few
questions about the themes in the reading to kick off our discussion.
The non-assessed presentations that students will be asked to volunteer for every week are usually shorter
(5-10 minutes) and do not require a handout to be prepared (though they are welcome).
Some questions to consider as you prepare:
• Did the distributed handout of one or at most two pages accurately summarize the general points to
be made in the presentation in the form of concise bullet points
• If appropriate, did the handout include any important dates, sources, or a map for the discussion?
• Did the handout include 1-3 discussion questions?
• Was the 20 minute limit strictly observed in the presentation?
• Was the presentation well structured, organized, and focus on a few key points?
• Was there a good balance of arguments and a few examples to support them?

Exam
The final examination is a take-home exam. The questions (six, of which you choose three), will be made
available online through our MMS at the appointed start time, and you will be required to submit the
answers within 12 hours online to the MMS. The exam is still designed to only take you a few hours (3-5
hours, there are strict word limits) but to give you the freedom to complete it at a time that works for you,
as well as other benefits such as: giving you the freedom to draft and initial answer and then review notes
to strengthen areas you feel are weak before returning to complete the final version.
Those are not experienced with this format often make one critical mistake: They see the questions, and
immediately begin a long and intensive process of reading and reviewing on the questions before beginning
the writing process. This has never, in my experience, produced the strongest replies. You tend to become
exhausted and produce poor quality answers, answer in great empirical detail but stray from the question,
and sometimes find yourself critically short on time and sleep.
I strongly encourage you to attempt the following approach:
•
•
•
•
•
•

View the questions
Review your existing notes and draft out an outline for half an hour to an hour
Write a full draft of all three answers
Read over your work and find the areas you think are weak
Read over your notes or return to the original texts for another hour or two
Revise your drafted answers either immediately, or later in the day after taking a break.

Questions for the exam typically will strive to get you to think synthetically, to make observations and
comparisons across the themes of the semester, and as such should show an ability to make sharp analytical
arguments, combined with the ability to employ a few detailed empirical examples to support these arguments
The exam uses a modified citation practice for the exam and does not need any footnotes or a bibliography
because the body of evidence you are using should consist of our course readings. You should not have to do
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any outside reading for the exam. Indeed, doing outside reading beyond works listed show that you have not
sufficiently digested our existing material. Thus, for citation, you need only indicate the author last name
(when only one work by them, a short version of title if there are multiple works by same author) and a page
number. Quotes should be kept to a very minimum but you should cite where you are taking arguments and
ideas from, as in any essay. Example: Lawson makes the argument that … (Lawson, 233). If we have read
multiple works by an author during the semester, add the title as well, or make it clear in your sentence
which work you are referring to. If, for some reason, you really want to include an outside reading to support
your argument, then you must follow the School of History Style Guide citation practices, and the footnote
will be included in your overall word count.
Previous versions of the examination are available, as with most classes at St Andrews, through the online
portal for that purpose.
If you have any problems submitting the exam through MMS, please email a copy of it to me before the
deadline. It is critical that you get the exam submitted by the appointed time so please leave enough time
to make sure you have uploaded the exam to MMS or at least emailed me a copy.
Questions to ask yourself as you review over your answers on the examination:
•
•
•
•
•

Did I state my answer concisely and clearly at the outset?
Did I use evidence from our readings to support my answer?
Did I use some specific examples to support my answer?
Was everything in my answer relevant to the question as asked?
Have I included a parenthetical citation for each of the claims I make which come from the module
reading?
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Marking
Within the School of History all work is assessed on a scale of 1-20 with intervals of 0.5. Module outcomes
are reported using the same scale but with intervals of 0.1. The assessment criteria set out below are not
comprehensive, but are intended to provide guidance in interpreting grades and improving the quality of
assessed work. Students should bear in mind that presentation is an important element of assessment and
that failure to adhere to the guidelines set out in the School of History Style Sheet will be penalised.
Again, you can find the style sheet here: http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/history/infoug/stylesheet.html
Outstanding First: 19.0, 19.5, 20.0
Clear First: 18.0, 18.5
Borderline First: 16.5, 17.0, 17.5
First Class work will be distinguished in some or all of the following ways: originality of thought or interpretation; independence of judgement; wide-ranging reading, often beyond that recommended; intelligent use
of primary sources; historiographical awareness and criticism; clarity and rigour of argument and structure,
well directed at the title; clarity and elegance of style; unusual and apt examples; comparison e.g. with
themes and topics covered in other modules.
Upper Second Class 13.5, 14.0, 14.5, 15.0, 15.5, 16.0
Upper Second Class work will be distinguished in some or all of the following ways: clarity and rigour of
argument and structure, well directed at the title; thorough coverage of recommended reading; intelligent
use of primary sources; historiographical awareness; well chosen examples; comparison e.g. with themes and
topics covered in other modules; clarity of style.
Lower Second Class: 10.5, 11.0, 11.5, 12.0, 12.5, 13.0
Lower Second Class work will have some of the following features: some evidence of knowledge and understanding, but limitations in clarity and rigour of argument and structure; restricted coverage of recommended
reading; restricted use of primary sources; weaknesses of style; failure to address the title set.
Third Class: 7.5, 8.0, 8.5, 9.0, 9.5, 10.0
Third Class work will have some of the following features: very limited knowledge and understanding;
confusion in argument or structure; insufficient reading; confused style; failure to address the title set.
Pass: 7.0
Fail (with the right to re-assessment): 4.0, 4.5, 5.0, 5.5, 6.0, 6.5
Work with very serious deficiencies that falls below the required standard, failing to address the literature
with the seriousness required and with an inadequate grasp of the subject matter and of historical analysis.
Fail (without the right to re-assessment): 1.0, 1.5, 2.0, 2.5, 3.0, 3.5
Work so weak as to indicate that only a nominal attempt has been made to complete the assignment, or
that it displays virtually total confusion and misunderstanding of the subject.
Unclassifiable: 0
No acceptable work presented.
Re-marking of assessed work
Students have only limited grounds on which to launch appeals. The University’s policy is as follows. “Challenges should be submitted on the specific grounds of: procedural irregularity; bias or prejudice; exceptional
personal circumstances not previously notified for good reason; harassment or bullying affecting academic
performance by a member of staff involved in granting the marks, grades or classification concerned.” A
formal challenge should be lodged in writing (email is acceptable) within 5 days of the original mark being
notified to the student.
If a student wishes to appeal a coursework mark, they should therefore formally notify the course coordinator
(or if the coordinator happens also to be the tutor who has given the disputed mark, then they should notify
the Director of Teaching. The course coordinator will then institute a review as follows: the grounds for
the complaint will be examined, and if the course coordinator believes the appeal should be upheld then
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the work will be referred to a second tutor teaching on the course, nominated by the course coordinator.
The work will then be re-marked, and any discrepancy dealt with by the normal process of discussion and
moderation. The course coordinator will act as moderator in case of disagreement. The work concerned will
be marked blind (that is, referred to the member of staff offering the second opinion without them being
aware of the mark originally given). The student will be informed of the decision within 5 working days of
the course coordinator receiving the formal appeal.
If at the end of this process the student is still not satisfied s/he should submit an appeal in writing to the
Senate Office within one calendar month after the outcome has been received from the School.
Fuller guidance on the School’s appeals and complaints procedures can be found on the School website at:
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/history/infoug/complaints.html

Absence from Classes
Attendance is a basic assessment requirement for credit award, and failure to attend classes or meetings with
academic staff may result in your losing the right to be assessed in that module. Please ensure that you are
familiar with the Academic Alerts regulations.
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/history/infoug/academicalerts12-13.doc
If you have missed timetabled classes/events or any other compulsory elements of the module due to illness
or an unavoidable pre-arranged event or appointment, you must complete a Self Certificate of Absence.
https://e-vision.st-andrews.ac.uk/urd/sits.urd/run/siw_lgn
Under certain circumstances, Schools may request further documentation in addition to the Self Certificate.
In this case, students should contact Student Support in order to organise the appropriate documentation.
If you submit more than three Self Certificates in a single semester, or if the period of absence extends to
fifteen working days, you may be contacted by Student Support, the relevant Pro Dean, or by an appropriate
member of staff in your School.
Completion of a Self Certificate is not an acceptable substitute for contacting your tutors well in advance
if you have to be absent. Advance notice of absence is acceptable only for good reason (for example, a
hospital appointment or job interview). It is your responsibility to contact the appropriate member of staff
to complete any remedial work necessary.
If you are an international student (non-EEA nationals only), you will be affected by recent changes introduced by the UK in relation to immigration rules and visas. The University is now legally bound to report
to the United Kingdom Borders Agency any student who fails to enrol on a module or programme of study
or who fails to attend or who discontinues their studies.
See also the undergraduate handbook section on permission to proceed:
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/history/infoug/ptp.html

Emails
If you have a question that requires an answer with significant detail, please consider asking during office
hours, or at the beginning or end of class. Please avoid emailing questions that are answered in this course
handbook, which shows a lack of industry and of respect for my time. If the email requires a particularly
long answer, I may ask you to bring the question up again after our next class or in office hours. I will strive
to offer a reply to emails received within 48 hours, whenever possible. Emails are usually not responded to
over the weekend and may not even be read until Monday.
In writing emails, please try to be clear about what you are asking, and keep in mind that your message is
one among many from students of multiple classes and differing contexts. Please mention which course you
are in and what specific matter you are referring to. As in class, feel free to address me by first name in
emails.
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Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism
Academic integrity is fundamental to the values promoted by the University. It is important that all students
are judged on their ability, and that no student is allowed unfairly to take an advantage over others, to affect
the security and integrity of the assessment process, or to diminish the reliability and quality of a St Andrews
degree.
Academic misconduct includes inter alia the presentation of material as one’s own when it is not one’s own;
the presentation of material whose provenance is academically inappropriate; and academically inappropriate
behaviour in an examination or class test. Any work that is submitted for feedback and evaluation (whether
formative or summative, at any point in the programme of study) is liable to consideration under this
Academic Misconduct policy. Please note that the above are not exhaustive, and other forms of academic
misconduct not listed here will be treated as such by the University.
All work submitted by students is expected to represent good academic practice.
The University’s policy covers the behaviour of both undergraduate and postgraduate students.
All students are advised to familiarise themselves with the University’s Guide to Academic misconduct or
the relevant information in the Students’ Association’s web site.
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/students/rules/academicmisconduct/
http://yourunion.net/studentvoice/content/693803/education/academic_misconduct_explained_/
if you are unsure about the correct presentation of academic material, you should approach your tutor. You
can also contact CAPOD, which provides an extensive range of training on Academic Skills.
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/capod/
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Seminars
Week 1 Introductions: East Asia and the Global Context
Online Task: Visit the map collection and searchable database here: http://rumsey.mapranksearch.com/
In the map section on the centre of the page, zoom and pan the map to cover East Asia. Below the map, set
the search terms to 1845-1955 and, as you do so, a list of maps will appear to the right. Browse the maps,
and choose 2 of them that you find interesting of East Asia or some part of East Asia during our time period.
When you click on the map you will be taken to a detailed view of it. At the top of the screen is a link to
“Share This” which, when you click on it, will make an internet link appear. Please copy down and email
me this link for the two maps you have chosen and we will have a look at them and discuss them in class.
Reading (< 100 pages)
Gordon, Andrew. A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present (Introduction pp. 1-7).
Mitter, Rana. Modern China: A Very Short Introduction (Ch. 1 pp. 1-30)
Pratt, Keith. Everlasting Flower: A History of Korea (Introduction pp. 13-26)
Week 2. An Evolving East Asian Order – Qing, Chosŏn, and Tokugawa
Reading (~200)
Gordon, Andrew. A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present (Ch. 1-2 pp. 9-33).
Pratt, Keith. Everlasting Flower: A History of Korea (Ch. 4-5 pp. 116-176)
De Bary, Sources of Japanese Tradition (Ch. 21 pp. 461-488)
De Bary, Sources of Korean Tradition (Ch. 25, 27 pp. 181-188, 212-220)
Fairbank, John King. Trade and Diplomacy on the China Coast (1-56)
Ko, Dorothy, JaHyun Kim Haboush, and Joan R. Piggott. Women and Confucian Cultures in Premodern
China, Korea, and Japan (Introduction pp. 1-21)
Further Reading:
Pomeranz, Kenneth. The Great Divergence: Europe, China, and the Making of the Modern World Economy
Fairbank, J. K., and S. Y. Têng. “On The Ch’ing Tributary System.” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 6,
no. 2 (June 1, 1941): 135–246.
Palais, James B. Politics and Policy in Traditional Korea. Harvard Univ Asia Center, 1975.
Deuchler, Martina. The Confucian Transformation of Korea: A Study of Society and Ideology
Fogel, Joshua A. Articulating the Sinosphere: Sino-Japanese Relations in Space and Time (Ch. 1)
Haboush, JaHyun Kim. Epistolary Korea: Letters in The Communicative Space of the Choson, 1392-1910
Nakae, Chōmin. A Discourse by Three Drunkards on Government
Ravina, Mark. “State-Building and Political Economy in Early-Modern Japan.” The Journal of Asian
Studies 54, no. 4 (November 1, 1995): 997–1022
White, James W. “State Growth and Popular Protest in Tokugawa Japan.” Journal of Japanese Studies 14,
no. 1 (January 1, 1988): 1–25
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Week 3. Sociable Hermit Kingdoms and Not-So Chained Countries
Reading:
Cosmo, Nicola Di. “Qing Colonial Administration in Inner Asia.” The International History Review 20, no.
2 (June 1, 1998): 287–309.
Elliott, Mark C. “The Limits of Tartary: Manchuria in Imperial and National Geographies.” The Journal of
Asian Studies 59, no. 3 (August 1, 2000): 603–46
Hauser, William B. “Some Misconceptions about the Economic History of Tokugawa Japan.” The History
Teacher 16, no. 4 (August 1, 1983): 569–83
Rawski, Evelyn S. “Presidential Address: Reenvisioning the Qing: The Significance of the Qing Period in
Chinese History.” The Journal of Asian Studies 55, no. 4 (November 1, 1996): 829–50
Ho, Ping-Ti. “In Defense of Sinicization: A Rebuttal of Evelyn Rawski’s ‘Reenvisioning the Qing.’ ” The
Journal of Asian Studies 57, no. 1 (February 1, 1998): 123–55
Larsen, Kirk W. “The Qing Empire (China), Imperialism, and the Modern World.” History Compass 9, no.
6 (June 1, 2011): 498–508
Sen, Sudipta. “The New Frontiers of Manchu China and the Historiography of Asian Empires: A Review
Essay.” The Journal of Asian Studies 61, no. 1 (February 1, 2002): 165–77
Smith, Henry. “Five Myths About Early Modern Japan”
De Bary, Sources of Korean Tradition (Ch. 23 pp. 117-123)
Further Reading:
Crossley, Pamela Kyle. A Translucent Mirror: History and Identity in Qing Imperial Ideology
Jansen, Marius B. China in the Tokugawa World
Keene, Donald. The Japanese Discovery of Europe, 1720 - 1830
Mosca, Matthew. From Frontier Policy to Foreign Policy: The Question of India and the Transformation of
Geopolitics in Qing China
Perdue, Peter C. China Marches West: The Qing Conquest of Central Eurasia
Week 4. Facing the Challenge of Imperialism
Reading:
De Bary, Sources of Korean Tradition (Ch. 27-28 pp. 221-244)
De Bary, Sources of Japanese Tradition (Ch. 24 84-101)
MIT Visualizing Cultures - Black Ships & Samurai (Online)
Auslin, Michael R. Negotiating with Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of Japanese Diplomacy (Ch. 1 pp. 11-60)
Schmid, Andre. Korea Between Empires (Ch 2-3 pp. 55-138)
Wakabayashi, Bob Tadashi. “Opium, Expulsion, Sovereignty. China’s Lessons for Bakumatsu Japan.” Monumenta Nipponica 47, no. 1 (April 1, 1992): 1–25
Cohen, Paul A. History in Three Keys: The Boxers as Event, Experience, and Myth (Ch. 1 pp. 14-58)
Further Reading:
Hevia, James L. English Lessons: The Pedagogy of Imperialism in Nineteenth-Century China. Duke University Press, 2003.
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Hevia, James Louis. Cherishing Men from Afar: Qing Guest Ritual and the Macartney Embassy of 1793.
Duke University Press, 1995.
Week 5. Expelling Barbarians, Strengthening Kingdoms, and Restorations
Andre Schmid, Korea Between Empires (Columbia University Press, 2002), Ch. 2-3.
Henrietta Harrison, The Man Awakened from Dreams: One Man’s Life in a North China Village, 1857-1942,
1st ed. (Stanford University Press, 2005), pp1-50.
Kume Kunitake, Japan Rising: The Iwakura Embassy to the USA and Europe (Cambridge University Press,
2009), pp155-173.
Week 6. The Development of Japan’s Colonial Empire
Keith Pratt, Everlasting Flower: A History of Korea (Reaktion Books, 2011), Introduction and Ch. 7
(pp209-240)
Peter Duus, The Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of Korea, 1895-1910 (University of
California Press, 1998), pp29-65.
Peter H. Lee and Wm Theodore de Bary, Sources of Korean Tradition, Vol. 2: From the Sixteenth to the
Twentieth Centuries, ed. Yôngho Ch’oe, 0 ed. (Columbia University Press, 2000), pp289-314.
[ Inter-Semester ]
Week 7. Social and Cultural Transformations in Early 20th Cent. East Asia
Rana Mitter, A Bitter Revolution: China’s Struggle with the Modern World, The Making of the Modern
World (Oxford�; New York: Oxford University Press, 2004), pp3-11, 102-126
Miriam Rom Silverberg, Erotic Grotesque Nonsense: The Mass Culture of Japanese Modern Times (University of California Press, 2009), pp1-72.
Michael Edson Robinson, Cultural Nationalism in Colonial Korea, 1920-1925 (University of Washington
Press, 2014), pp48-77.
William Theodore de Bary, Sources of Chinese Tradition, Vol. 2, 2nd ed. (Columbia University Press, 2001),
pp353-363.
Week 8. Japan’s Invasions of China and the Pacific War
David P. Barrett and Lawrence N. Shyu, eds., Chinese Collaboration with Japan, 1932-1945: The Limits of
Accommodation (Stanford, Calif: Stanford University Press, 2000), pp201-225.
Joshua A. Fogel, ed., The Nanjing Massacre in History and Historiography, 1st ed. (University of California
Press, 2000), pp133-172.
John W. Dower, War Without Mercy: Race and Power in the Pacific War (Pantheon, 1987), pp77-93,
pp234-261.
Andrew Gordon, A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present, 2nd ed. (Oxford
University Press, USA, 2008), pp182-225 (Ch. 11-12)
William Hinton, Fanshen: A Documentary of Revolution in a Chinese Village (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1997), pp17-72.
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Week 9. The Aftermaths of War in East Asia
Michael Edson Robinson, Korea’s Twentieth-Century Odyssey (University of Hawaii Press, 2007), 100-120
(Ch. 5)
Andrew Gordon, A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present, 2nd ed. (Oxford
University Press, USA, 2008), pp226-243 (Ch. 13)
Toshiyuki Tanaka, Timothy L. H. McCormack, and Gerry J. Simpson, eds., Beyond Victor’s Justice?: The
Tokyo War Crimes Trial Revisited, International Humanitarian Law Series, v. 30 (Leiden�; Boston: Martinus
Nijhoff Publishers, 2011) pp147-162, pp207-240
William Hinton, Fanshen: A Documentary of Revolution in a Chinese Village (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1997), pp96-117.
[ Spring Vacation ]
Week 10. A Tale of Four Republics: PRC, ROC, DPRK, and ROK
Richard A. Peters and Xiaobing Li, Voices from the Korean War: Personal Stories of American, Korean, and
Chinese Soldiers (University Press of Kentucky, 2005), pp15-34, pp76-94 (Ch. 2-4, 10-11)
Japan Focus articles on the 1950 Massacres: http://www.japanfocus.org/-J_S_-Chang/2827
Rana Mitter, A Bitter Revolution: China’s Struggle with the Modern World, The Making of the Modern
World (Oxford�; New York: Oxford University Press, 2004), pp184-194 (Ch. 5)
William Hinton, Fanshen: A Documentary of Revolution in a Chinese Village (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1997), pp128-146, 157-167, 188-209, 280-287, 479-487.
Week 11. Apr 08 - Legacies and Memories
Christine M. Chinkin, “Women’s International Tribunal on Japanese Military Sexual Slavery,” The American
Journal of International Law 95, no. 2 (April 1, 2001): 335–41
Gi-Wook Shin and Soon Won Park, Rethinking Historical Injustice And Reconciliation in Northeast Asia:
The Korean Experience (Taylor & Francis, 2007), pp55-75 (Ch. 3)
Christopher Barnard, Language, Ideology and Japanese History Textbooks (Taylor & Francis, 2003), pp55-80
(Ch. 2)
Stéphane Corcuff, Memories of the Future: National Identity Issues and the Search for a New Taiwan (M.E.
Sharpe, 2002), pp25-46 (Ch. 2)
Dong choon Kim, The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Korea: Uncovering the Hidden Korean War
http://www.japanfocus.org/-Kim-Dong_choon/3314
Japan Focus Reader:
* Myth and Fact in Northeast Asia’s History Textbook Controversies
* Memory, Apology, and International Reconciliation
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Primary Sources on East and Southeast Asia
Below are a selection of potential starting points for primary sources relevant for historical research on East
and Southeast Asia. Many of these are available through our library electronic resources. Others you can
contact me about if you are having trouble finding them. Not all of these sources are in English and I have
included some sources here for use by students who are able to read Chinese, Japanese, and Korean.
Newspapers and Periodicals:
• The Times
– http://find.galegroup.com/ttda/start.do?prodId=TTDA&userGroupName=stand
• Japan Chronicle
– http://primarysources.brillonline.com/browse/japan-chronicle
• 19th Century British Newspapers
– http://find.galegroup.com/bncn/start.do?prodId=BNCN&userGroupName=stand
• 19th Century British Periodicals
– http://find.galegroup.com/ukpc/start.do?prodId=NCUK&userGroupName=stand
• British Periodicals I & II
– http://search.proquest.com/britishperiodicals/index?accountid=8312
• British Newspapers 1600-1950
– http://find.galegroup.com/bncn/start.do?prodId=BNWS&userGroupName=stand
• Historic American Newspapers
– http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
• Irish Times
– http://search.proquest.com/hnpirishtimes?accountid=8312
• Los Angeles Times
– http://search.proquest.com/hnplatimes?accountid=8312
• North China Herald
– http://primarysources.brillonline.com/browse/north-china-herald-online
• Guardian & Observer
– http://search.proquest.com/hnpguardianobserver?accountid=8312
• Periodical Archives Online
– http://search.proquest.com/pao/socialsciences/fromBasicHomePage?accountid=8312
• Times of India
– http://search.proquest.com/hnptimesofindia/news/fromDatabasesLayer?accountid=8312
• Economist 1843-2010
– http://find.galegroup.com/econ/start.do?prodId=ECON&userGroupName=stand
• Scotsman
– http://search.proquest.com/hnpscotsman?accountid=8312
• HeinOnline - Legal Journals
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– http://home.heinonline.org/
• Newsvault
– http://find.galegroup.com/dvnw/start.do?prodId=DVNW&userGroupName=stand
– Combines some of the Databases above
• Old Hong Kong Collections and Newspapers
– https://mmis.hkpl.gov.hk/browse-collection?from_menu=Y&dummy=
– Here you may want to check:
* Hong Kong Collection
* Old HK Newspapers
* Hong Kong Oral History (you can filter by language)
• Singapore Newspaper Archive 1831-2009
– http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/
– Some of these 200 newspapers can be viewed directly but not all of them
• XXth Century 1941-1945
– http://library.manoa.hawaii.edu/departments/russian/xxth.php
– unusual magazine from Japanese occupied Shanghai
• Australian Historical Newspaper Archive
– http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper
• Ling Long Magazine (Chinese)
– http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/digital/collections/linglong/
• Korean Historical Newspapers (Korean)
– http://www.koreanhistory.or.kr/newsPaper.do
Government Documents
• Cabinet Papers 1915-1984
– http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/
• Parliamentary Papers
– http://parlipapers.chadwyck.co.uk/home.do
• FRUS - Foreign Relations of the US
– http://uwdc.library.wisc.edu/collections/FRUS
• Hong Kong Government Reports Online 1842-1941
– http://sunzi1.lib.hku.hk/hkgro/index.jsp
• US Occupation Government in Korea Documents
– http://db.history.go.kr/item/level.do;jsessionid=1362FCF18D4E79B3A53D31B0D8639796?itemId=pm
– The index is in Korean, but the language of the documents is English
• Japanese Diet Proceedings Archive (Japanese)
– http://kokkai.ndl.go.jp/
• Archive of Japanese Foreign Policy Documents (Japanese)
– http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/annai/honsho/shiryo/archives/mokuji.html
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• Truman Library Documents on Decision to Drop the Atomic Bomb
– http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/index.php
• The Gazette (British Government newspaper)
– https://www.thegazette.co.uk/
• Digital South Asia Library
– http://dsal.uchicago.edu/
• Burma, the Struggle for Independence, 1944-1948: Documents from Official and Private Sources
(books)
– Many British documents on Burma from this time
• Towards Freedom: Documents on the Movement for Independence in India, 1943-1944
– Many documents on India from this time
• The Transfer of Power 1942-7
– Many British documents on India from this time
Memoirs, Diaries, etc.
•
•
•
•

Archive.org
Google Books
Gutenberg Project
Historical Texts
– http://historicaltexts.jisc.ac.uk/
– Especially the British Library digitised books 1789-1914

• Hathi Trust
– http://www.hathitrust.org/
– massive collection of digitized books
– when they cannot be viewed because they are in copyright, they can still help you pin point which
pages things are mentioned
• Robert Hart Diaries
–
–
–
–

http://cdm15979.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/collection/p15979coll3
http://digitalcollections.qub.ac.uk/site/hart-diaries/diaries/show_vol.php?v=31
http://gis.rchss.sinica.edu.tw/cmcs/collections-at-academia-sinica/the-diaries-of-sir-robert-hart
http://cdm15979.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15979coll2

Other
• Chinese Pamphlet Digital Archive (Chinese)
– http://ecollections.crl.edu/cdm4/index_hunters.php?CISOROOT=/hunters
• Taiwan Postwar National Historical Archive (Chinese)
– http://nhd.drnh.gov.tw/AHDPortal/index.jsp
• Japanese National Diet Library (Japanese)
– http://iss.ndl.go.jp/
– has a variety of digital resources
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• Korean National Archives (Korean)
– http://www.archives.go.kr/next/viewMain.do
– some documents can only be viewed within Korean libraries
• Korean History Digital Archive (Korean)
– http://www.koreanhistory.or.kr/
– a variety of historical sources can be found here
• Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement Digital Archive
– http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/collections/jais/
• Korean American Digital Archive
– http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15799coll126
• Japanese Wartime Policy in Korea Digital Archive (Korean/Japanese)
– http://www.kstudy.com/japan/index.htm
• Foreign Broadcast Information Service 1974-1996
– search SAULCAT
• National Taiwan University Digital Projects Home (Chinese)
– http://www.digital.ntu.edu.tw/en/achievements.jsp
• Taiwan History Digital Library (Chinese)
– http://thdl.ntu.edu.tw/
• Taiwan National Repository of Cultural Heritage (Chinese)
– http://newnrch.digital.ntu.edu.tw/prototype/index.php
• Taiwan Colonial Court Records (Chinese/Japanese)
– http://tccra.lib.ntu.edu.tw/tccra_develop/
– requires online application for access
• Taiwan Database for Empirical Legal Studies (Chinese)
– http://tcsd.lib.ntu.edu.tw/
• Digital Repository of Taiwan Provincial Assembly (Chinese)
– http://ndap.tpa.gov.tw/drtpa_now/
– requires online application for access
• National Taiwan University Taiwan Historical Photo Archive (Chinese)
– http://photo.lib.ntu.edu.tw/pic/db/oldphoto.jsp
• National Taiwan University Institutional Repository (Chinese)
– http://ntur.lib.ntu.edu.tw/
– historical records related to NTU
• Lafayette College East Asian Postcard Collections
– http://digital.lafayette.edu/collections/eastasia
• Joseph B. Keenan Digital Collection
– http://www.law.harvard.edu/library/digital/keenan-digital-collection.html
– chief prosecutor in the Tokyo war crimes trials
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• National Archives of Japan Digital Collections
– http://www.digital.archives.go.jp/index_e.html
• Showa Period Photo Archive from Shashin Shūhō (Japanese)
– http://www.jacar.go.jp/shuhou/home.html
• Kobe University Newspaper Clippings Archive (Japanese)
– http://www.lib.kobe-u.ac.jp/sinbun/e-index.html
• Korean Movie Database
–
–
–
–

http://www.youtube.com/user/KoreanFilm/playlists
Often with English subtitles
Includes full length Korean historical movies from earlier decades
see more at http://www.kmdb.or.kr/

• Japan Center for Asian Historical Records (Japanese)
– http://www.jacar.go.jp/
– Massive archive of especially military records
• Prange Digital Children’s Book Collection 1945-49 (Japanese)
– http://digital.lib.umd.edu/prange
• Digital Library of the Meiji Period (Japanese)
– http://kindai.ndl.go.jp/
– pretty much every book published in the Meiji period is digitized here, Taisho period books
increasingly available too
• British Pathe Historical Footage
– http://www.britishpathe.com/
• Chinese Digital Archive 1966-1976
– https://digitalcollections.anu.edu.au/handle/1885/7575
– much of it in Chinese
• Old Maps Online
– http://project.oldmapsonline.org/
• David Rumsey Map Library
– http://davidrumsey.com
• University of Texas Perry-Casteñada Map Archive
– http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/texas.html
– contains a lot of WWII military maps of Asia
• Virtual Shanghai
– http://www.virtualshanghai.net/
• Sydney Gamble Photographs of China and Japan
– http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/gamble/
• Japanese Photographs from Late-Tokugawa and Meiji period
– http://hikoma.lb.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/en/
• Vintage Formosa
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– http://www.taipics.com/
– some 7000 photos of historical Taiwan
• Formosa Nineteenth Century Images
– http://cdm.reed.edu/cdm4/formosa/
• Hedda Morrison Photographs of China
– http://hcl.harvard.edu/libraries/harvard-yenching/collections/morrison/
• Botanical and Cultural Images of Eastern Asia
– http://www.arboretum.harvard.edu/library/image-collection/botanical-and-cultural-images-ofeastern-asia/
• Korean War Propaganda Leaflets
– http://faculty.kirkwood.edu/ryost/koreanleaflets.html
• 1945-50 Korean Literary Collection (Korean) Univ. Washington
– http://content.lib.washington.edu/koreanweb/
• MIT Visualising Cultures
– http://ocw.mit.edu/ans7870/21f/21f.027/home/vis_menu.html
• Histopia (Korean)
– http://www.histopia.net/zbxe/home
– Collection of digitized historical Korean sources
• Chinese Text Project
– http://ctext.org/
– Collection of classical Chinese texts with translations
• Heidelberg University China Digital Archive
– http://www.zo.uni-heidelberg.de/boa/digital_resources/dachs/subject_heading_de.html
– need to apply for an account to access, application online
• China Historical GIS
– http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~chgis/
– can download shapefiles for creating historical maps of China
• Chinese Propaganda Poster Collection
– http://chineseposters.net/index.php
• 1900-1950 Japanese Sound Archive (Japanese)
– http://rekion.dl.ndl.go.jp/
• NHK Japanese Oral History Testimony Archive (Japanese)
– http://www.nhk.or.jp/shogenarchives/
– Also contains historical news clips and other footage
• Colonial Film Database of the British Empire
– http://colonialfilm.org.uk/home
• Hiroshima Archive
– http://hiroshima.mapping.jp/
• Korean Independence Outbreak Movement Online Exhibit
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– https://exhibitions.cul.columbia.edu/exhibits/show/kio
• Denshō Archive for Japanese-American internment
– http://www.densho.org/
Sources to See Me About
• Shanghai Municipal Police Archives
• US State Department Records on Japan
• US Intelligence Files on East Asia (mostly post-WWII)
• Chinese Recorder - missionary journal from China
• Shenbao (Chinese newspaper Shanghai)
• Renmin Ribao (Communist newspaper)
• Taiwan Nichi Nichi Shinbun (Taiwanese colonial newspaper in Japanese)
• Keijo Nippo (Korean colonial newspaper in Japanese)
• Choson Ilbo (Korean newspaper)
• Tonga Ilbo (Korean newspaper)
• Minbao (Taiwan newspaper, early postwar)
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